Severe gustatory disorder caused by cisplatin and etoposide.
A 48-year-old woman with small-cell lung cancer received combined chemotherapy consisting of cisplatin (CDDP) and etoposide (Vp-16). Although the gustatory threshold in the glossopharyngeal nerve area was normal (14 dB) before chemotherapy, it rose to 22 dB on day 8 of chemotherapy, and it could not be measured, because of severe gustatory disorder, from day 15 to day 29. In the chorda tympani nerve area, the threshold was normal until day 15, but it could not be measured on day 29. This gustatory disorder continued for 2 more months, until the time of the patient's discharge. Although gustatory disorder caused by anticancer drugs has been reported as a rare side effect, this may be because it has been reported as appetite loss, and it may happen more frequently than reported cases would suggest. As gustatory disorder reduces the patient's quality of life, the presence of this side effect should be given more serious consideration.